“The preservation of the sacred fire of liberty and
the destiny of the republican model of government
are justly considered, perhaps, as deeply, as
finally, staked on the experiment entrusted to the
hands of the American people.”

—George Washington
First Inaugural Address

Dear ARI Contributor:

A few years ago a reporter called the Ayn Rand Institute and asked me why Americans are anti-
intellectual. “That’s easy,” was my response. ““Americans are anti-intellectual because America’s intellectuals
are anti-American.”

Unfortunately, these intellectuals train the teachers who educate America’s children and the journalists
who interpret news in our media. Most of these intellectuals long ago abandoned the principles of the
Enlightenment, which were the basis of the fundamental ideas of the American Revolution defined and
established by the Founding Fathers—such as reason and individualism. The Ayn Rand Institute seeks to
reinstate these principles, rather than surrender our schools and the battle of ideas to an irrational elite of
collectivists. We seek to develop and support new intellectuals who respect the achievements of Western
Civilization and the freedom and potential achievements of each individual. This is a major goal of the Ayn
Rand Institute.

A century and a half after the American Revolution, Ayn Rand, at the age of 21, escaped from the
Soviet Union to the one country that respected her ideal of individualism—the United States of America.
During her life in America she became one of the greatest beneficiaries and advocates of that ideal by
writing such novels as The Fountainhead and Atlas Shrugged. In 1974 she described what America
meant to her in an address to the graduating class at the United States Military Academy at West Point:

“I can say—not as a patriotic bromide, but with full knowledge of the necessary metaphysical,
epistemological, ethical, political and esthetic roots—that the United States of America is the greatest, the
noblest and, in its original founding principles, the on/y moral country in the history of the world.”
(Philosophy: Who Needs It)

The leaders of the American Revolution fought for their own right to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness.” Ayn Rand appreciated this achievement of the Founding Fathers because by defending their
own freedom they made our freedom possible:

“The basic premise of the Founding Fathers was man’s right to his own life, to his own liberty, to
the pursuit of his own happiness—which means: man’s right to exist for his own sake, neither sacrificing
himself'to others nor sacrificing others to himself; and that the political implementation of this right is a
society where men deal with one another as traders, by voluntary exchange to mutual benefit.” (For the
New Intellectual)



The Founding Fathers understood that they were fighting for the future while fighting for their own
liberty. Thomas Jefferson understood the potential for America to transform the world:

“We are destined to be a barrier against the return of ignorance and barbarism. Old Europe will
have to lean on our shoulders, and to hobble along by our side, under the monkish trammels of priests and
kings, as she can. What a colossus shall we be when the southern continent comes up to our mark! What
astand will it seem as a ralliance for the reason and freedom of the globe!” (letter to John Adams, August
1, 1816)

At the Ayn Rand Institute we are committed to fighting for the future with America’s Founding
Fathers. Ayn Rand once observed, “The Founding Fathers were America’s first intellectuals and, so far,
her last.” Their ideas have been under attack for over two hundred years by collectivists, elitists, racists,
and other enemies of individualism—and most of our intellectuals have abandoned American principles.
Our schools have deteriorated as they have replaced respect for reason and freedom with political
correctness and social conformity. Our entire culture has decayed as respect for the individual has been
replaced with the idea that identity comes only from whatever group or classification in which people are
placed.

The Ayn Rand Institute has established programs to return our universities and schools to the
rational principles of the Founding Fathers. Our programs defend liberty and reason throughout the culture.
We publish opinion pieces in hundreds of newspapers defending individual rights and free markets. We
defend business from government controls through such programs as our Self-Defense Kit for Capitalists.
We introduce thousands of high school students each year to Ayn Rand’s novels through our essay contests.
We help college students survive in an environment hostile to reason and the values of western civilization
by supporting Objectivist Campus Clubs and with our Student Survival Guide on our web site.

You are invited to join us and the Founding Fathers in fighting for the future and for American
values. It can be a hard fight sometimes, but a rewarding one. As Ayn Rand wrote, “Anyone who fights for
the future, lives in it today.” Your contribution in the enclosed envelope will help keep alight “the sacred fire
of liberty” that George Washington entrusted to the American people.

Sincerely,

et oo

Richard E. Ralston
Managing Director

P.S. Now, more than ever, we hope you will join us in fighting for the future and for American values.




4640 Admiralty Way, Suite 406 + Marina del Rey, CA 90292 + Phone: (310) 306-9232 « Fax: (310) 306-4925 * E-mail: mail@aynrand.org

Please accept my (our) donation in the following amount: 7 ¢35

ART’s Contributor Recognition Levels

DOnor ...ooveeeveeereeeneenns $35-$99  Sustainer ............. $1,000-$4,999
Sponsor ... $100-$499  Associate ............. $5,000-$9,999
Major ...c.cceeeeenennne. $500-$999  Benefactor....... $10,000 or more

(Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.) Name

Street

City State

Zip

L1 $50
18100

L1 $500

Ll Other $

+ Occasionally we exchange
names with carefully selected Ob-
jectivist organizations. If you do
not wish your name and address
included in such exchanges,
please check here [].

* Make check payable to the Ayn
Rand Institute (ARI). You will
receive a receipt from ARI for each
contribution you make. Contri-
butions are deductible for U.S.
federal income and estate tax pur-
poses, to the extent allowed by
law.

* There is no minimum contri-
bution, but those who wish to re-
ceive the newsletter must contrib-
ute $35 or more annually.



The Ayn Rand Institute is recognized by the U.S. Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit tax-exempt organization.
ART’s federal identification number is 22-2570926.

For donors who itemize deductions on their federal income tax returns, all contributions are tax-deductible. Unless otherwise
stated, the donor receives no “consideration” in the form of goods or services for contributions.

Maryland: A copy of ARI’s current financial statement is available on request. Write to or call: The Ayn Rand Institute, 4640 Admiralty Way, Suite
406, Marina del Rey, CA 90292, (310) 306-9232. For the cost of copies and postage, information filed under the Maryland charitable organizations
laws can be obtained from the Secretary of State. Mississippi: The official registration and financial information of the Ayn Rand Institute may be
obtained from the Mississippi Secretary of State’s office by calling 1-888-236-6167. Registration by the Secretary of State does not imply endorse-
ment. New Jersey: Information filed with the Attorney General concerning this charitable solicitation may be obtained from the Attorney General of
the state of New Jersey by calling (973) 504-6215. Registration with the Attorney General does not imply endorsement. New York: A copy of the
latest annual report can be obtained from the Ayn Rand Institute or from the Attorney General by writing the Office of the Attorney General,
Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, New York 10271. North Carolina: Financial information about this organization and a copy of'its license
are available from the State Solicitation Licensing Branch at (919) 807-2214. The license is not an endorsement by the state. Pennsylvania: The
official registration and financial information of the Ayn Rand Institute may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-
free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement. Virginia: Financial statements are available from the State
Division of Consumer Affairs. Washington: The Ayn Rand Institute is registered with the Secretary of State. Information relating to ARI’s financial
affairs is available from the Secretary of State: 1-800-332-4483. West Virginia: West Virginia residents may obtain a summary of the registration and
financial documents form the Secretary of State, State Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. Registration does not imply endorsement.



